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and Collins 2015). The Affordable Care Act offers some 
hope. For example, it encourages health providers to move 
away from the fee-for-service model.

Before the passage of the Affordable Care Act, the greatest 
criticism of the U.S. system was the inaccessibility of health 
care insurance for many. For people who do not have access 
to health insurance through their employer, lose a job that 
did provide it, or have a preexisting condition, health care 
was unattainable. More than 1 out of 4 Americans, or from 48 
to 50 million people, below 65 years of age were uninsured at 

some point in 2011, in part due to job loss (Morgan 2012). 
Just half that number are now uninsured.

The United States, however, still remains the only Global 
North nation without a national health insurance program 
providing health care coverage for all legal residents. 
Although the Supreme Court upheld most of the Affordable 
Care Act, it also ruled that states cannot be forced to expand 
Medicaid programs (government insurance for low-income 
residents primarily funded by the federal and state govern-
ments). Initially, almost half of the states refused to do so, 

FIGURE 11.5  Active Patient Care Physicians per 100,000  
Population by State, 2014
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Table 11.3  National Health Expenditures: United States 

Year Trillions of Dollars Percentage of Gross Domestic Product

1960   .027 5.0%

1970   .075 7.0

1980   .255 8.9

1990   .724 12.1

2000 1.378 13.4

2010 2.604 17.4

2013 2.919 17.4

Source: CDC (2015c); Centers for Medical and Medicaid Services (2014).


